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4No Chance' Given
78 Trapped Miners

By James A. Haught
Staff Writer

MANNINGTON—Rescue prospects dimmed late Wed-
nesday for the 78 men now known to be trapped deep in
a smoke-filled coal mine rocked by explosions earlier in
the dav.

BILLOWING SMOKE rises from the
Llewellyn portal of the Mountaineer Coal
Company's No. 9 mine. Shattered tipple is

shown above parking lot. A helicopter hov-
ers above the disaster scene. Cars in the
foreground belong to the trapped miners.

(Staff Photo by Lawrence Pierce)

The miners are believed to
have died about dawn Wednes-
day when an underground explo-
sion shook the earth for 20 miles
and erupted into the sky like a
volcano.

Twenty - one other miners,
working in distant tunnels, man-
aged to escape to the surface be-
fore fire spread inside the mine.
But 78 still were misising in the
flaming catacombs Wednesday
night.

"There's not a chance in
the world to get those men
out," West Virginia Depart-
ment of Mines inspector Les-
lie Ryan said in midafternoon
as he viewed the mile . high
column of smoke rolling from
the burning mine.
Just before midnight, a pocket

of gas developed behind one of
the openings which had been
sealed and blew it open. The
opening had been shut off in an
effort to control air intake into
the mine and help subdue the fire.

Earlier, rescue workers had
said chances of finding the men
alive were "very doubtful. . .
very grave.''

Scene of the tragedy is the
huge No. 9 mine of Mountaineer
Division of Consolidation Coal
Co. The mine lies beneath Far-
mington, Mannington, and near-
ly 24 square miles of Marion
County just west of Fairmont.
It is an old mine, opened in the
1940s, but it had been modern-
ized to exploit its rich seam of
six - to - eight - foot - high coal.
Production was 9,400 tons a day.

* * *

MAIN ENTRANCE of the
mine is on W. Va. 15 at a tiny
town called "Consol No. 9, un-
incorporated." But the center of
the explosion was about seven
miles away, somewhere in the
600 - foot deep labyrinth of tun-
nels under Llewellyn Run west
of Mannington.

"Consol" official Leonard
Grose of Morganlown, formerly
of Charleston, said about 100
men were at work in the mine
on the midnight shift early Wed-
nesday. Most of them were in
the newer section near Llewel-
lyn Run.

Between 5:30 and 5:40 a. m.,
a thunderous blast went off
deep in the earth. The elevator
of the well - like Llewellyn Rnn

Other stories and pictures
are on Pages 49, 56.

shaft was hurled into the sky
like a shot from a cannon.
Sections of concrete from the
shaft entrance were thrown
onto nearby cars, smashing
one of them. The modern
Llewellyn Run portal, built on-
ly last year as part of a Si
million improvement program
by Consol subsidiary Moun-
taineer Coal Co., was destroy-
ed. Flame and smoke began
to rise from the shaft. A park-
ed car was set afire. The
smoke grew steadily thicker
until the scene looked like an
erupting volcano.
Shock of the explosion was

felt 10 miles away in Fairmont.
C & P Telephone Co. o f f i c i a l
William Withrow said his house
shook as he was dressing for
work, and he said other Fair-
mont residents also reported
feeling the tremor.

Stragglers began emerging
from the mine. Eight men who
had been working about two
miles from the blast linked
hands and groped their way to
an air hole. After nearly two
hours they made contact with
men on the surface and were
hoisted to safety by a crane
with a scoop bucket attached.

"I HELPED LOAD them into
ambulances." Charles Priester
Jr. of Farminglon said. "They
were sick and vomiting, and
two of them were bleeding from
the eyes. The concussion from
a blast down in the mines does
that to you."

The eight men were taken to
F a i r m o n t General Hospital
where they revived quickly.
Only three were admitted for
observation. One of the eight,
George Wilson, recounted:

". . . The power went off
and we could tell by the
swishing of the air and the
dust that there had been an
explosion . . . All the men
were made sick by dust and
carbon monoxide fumes . . .
We yelled to each other and
decided to go to the air shaft
where we thought we had a
better chance of being rescued.
We were down there for a

couple of hours and pounded
on the pipes and yelled and
finally made contact."
Others who emerged from

more distant entrances weren't
injured. In fact , one of them.
Charles Biafore of Fairmont,
said he had been operating a
noisy mining machine about six
miles from the explosion and
didn't even know there had been
a blast unti l others told him to
flee the mine. Altogether. 21
men came out safely.

* >. .
CONSOL KXl-X UTlVK Vice

President William Poundstone of
Pittsburgh held a press confer-
ence Wednesday afternoon for
dozens of West Virginia and na-
tional newsmen who flocked to
the scene. He said it is pre-
sumed that natural gas. meth-
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Prison Employe
Quits After Call

Briefly
'WISH DAWN WASN'T MARRYING A BAPTIST

Sex Changed, Writer Plans to Wed Negro

STATE FORECAST—Partly cloudy.
High 38 to 44. Details on Page 4.

Czechs
PRAGUE - IT! -

Czechoslovak students announced Wednesday
night they will end at noon today their mas-
sive protest sit-ins against loss of freedoms in
this Soviet-occupied country.

The action followed an appeal by Czechoslo-
vak leaders to the students "to stop in lime
the danger which is threatening us."

Money
BONN, Germany — W —

The future of the French franc and perhaps
other Western currencies hung in the balance
Wednesday at an emergency meeting of the
men who run treasuries and central banks of
the world's 10 wealthiest nations.

Most major money markets were shut to
check speculators' attacks on the franc and
rising pressure against the dollar and the
pound in the second international monetary
crisis of 1968.

By Al Lanier
CHARLESTON, S.C. - Iff) -

Writer Gordon Langley Hall,
adopted son of Dame Margaret
Rutherford, has changed his sex
through an operation and is
planning to marry a South
Carolina Negro man — with the
approval of most of his British
family.

One of the few reservations,
says the new Miss Dawn Lang-
ley Hall, is that of a great
aunt, who commented: "I do
wish Dawn wasn't marrying a
Baptist."
Dame Margaret, the famed

British character actress who
brought Agatha Christie's be-
loved Miss Marple to the screen,
couldn't have been more pleased
at the news.

Reached at her country cot-
tage at Gerrards Cross, Bucking-
hamshire, she said happily: "We
had three adoptive sons and an
adoptive daughter, but now we
have two of each."

Miss Hall, who as Gordon
Langley Hall wrote biographies
of Jacqueline Kennedy and of
Mrs. Lyndon Johnson and her
daughters, says the news has
not been received so joyfully in

Sea Battle
CARACAS. Venezuela—'.?—

Two Venezuelan warships fired on a Cuban
vessel fleeing in Venezuelan waters and cap-
tured the boat and its crew, Venezuela's armed
forces chief said Wednesday.
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Charleston's top society, in
which Gordon Langley Hall the
man once moved freely.

"The operation hasn't fazed
them," she said, "but my pro-
posed marriage has stunned the
city."

MISS HALL was interviewed
in her early 19th century home
on Society Street, surrounded by
sleeping dogs, 19th century
furniture and her husband-to-be,
John Paul Simmons, and his
sister, Mildred.

Miss Hall, as Gordon Langley
Hall, was society editor for the
Nevada Mo. Daily Mail for
about a year several years ago.

Simmons, a former $32.50-a-
week garage mechanic and one
of 11 children of a retired
Navy shipyard worker, said he
is 22. Miss Hall gave her age as
31, but London sources put it at
39.

The dark-haired, rather angu-
lar Miss Hall said her operation
was performed at Johns Hopkins
Hospital in Baltimore after she
began to develop female
characteristics. Hormone treat-
ments completed the sex change,
she said.

In Baltimore, a Johns Hopkins
spokesman said in response to a
query, "Miss Hall was a patient.
Miss Hall underwent surgery."
He would not comment further.

Miss Hall said she and Sim-
mons "are already married
by common law" and had
planned a ceremony Dec. I at
a Negro Baptist church whore
his father is a deacon. But
they dropped that plan, she
said, af lrr threats that the
church would be bombed.
Instead, they will have an

Anglican wedding in England.
she said. Dame Margaret said
in Buckinghamshire that she
and her husband, actor Stringer
Davis, would "do our best to
attend."

"We loved Dawn as a man and
we love the woman very dear-
ly." said Dame Margaret. "She
has been a part of our lives for
a very long time. . ."

Davis said Simmons "«

to be just about as good a stew-
ard in charge of affairs as Dawn
could find," adding: "And he
has given her every possible

consolation and comfort in what
must have been a long and dif-
ficult time for both of them. It
(Please Turn to Page 4 Col. 1)

By Don .Marsh
Staff Wriier

A penitentiary employe who
was holding a job for which he
had no apparent qualifications
resigned Wednesday a few hours
after a reporter made an in-
quiry about his status.

Foe Batters
U.S. Camp,
Three Cities

SAIGON i/P> — Enemy rockets
and mortars hit three provincial
capitals, a U.S. Army division
headquarters and an American
airfield overnight in a continuing
campaign of attacks by fire
across South Vietnam, the allied
commands said Thursday.

Two Vietnamese civilians were
reported to have been killed and
27 wounded in two mortar bar-
rages that hit the town of Hoi
An, 15 miles south of Da Nang.
The U.S. Command said. "Ini-
tial reports indicate most of the
wounded were Vietnamese school
children."

There were no reports of sig-
nificant ground fighting across
the country.

There have been reports that
part of an understanding that
led to a bombing halt over North
Vietnam included a provision
that shellings of populated cen-
ters in the South would hall
North Vietnam has denied this,
saying the decision to halt the
bombing of the North was un-
conditional.

James E. Walker, a former
employe of the Department of
Motor Vehicles, was placed on
the penitentiary's payroll Orl.
28 as supervisor of food service.
His salary was S650 a month.

Warden Ira Coiner sairi Walk-
er was employed in Charleston
by the office of Institutions
Commissioner Clarence John-
son.

Coiner said he knew of no
training or experience Walker
had which would have qualified
him to be chief of food service
for the penitentiary.

Coiner added, however, that
Walker's actual job was in thr
business office. "He was sort
of in training to become busi-
ness manager," he said.
The warden said Walker camp

to his office Wednesday af ter-
noon and told him he was q u i t -
ting effective immediately. Coin-
er said he gave no reason.

A reporter had asked state of-
ficials Wednesday morning if
Walker wore on the payroll and
if they knew of anything in his
background involving food serv-
ice.

There was no apparent con-
nection between t h e questions
and Walker's resignation hut
Coiner said, "I've sort of been
expecting your cs!!."

WALKKR. U'HOS!-: iurmanont
address is Crab Orchard, Ra-
leigh County, worked in the Dr-
partment of Motor Vehicles from
J9H1 until last May.

Motor Vehicles Commissioner
James Kay Thomas said Walk-
er's resignation was offered and
accepted. At the time he left,
he was in charge of the oper-
ators and chauffeurs license di-
vision.

RESCUED MINERS approach the surface in a bucket
hoist from the burning No. 9 mine of the Mountaineer
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1,

Coal Co. at, Mannington. More than 70 othev miners
were trapped below. (AP Wirephoto)


